The United States is one of a 23 member advisory
committee to oversee the UN program. Participation of
non-government organizations in the program in the United
States is being spearheaded by the U.S. Council for the
International Year of Disabled Persons, a private group
chaired by David T. Kearns, the President of the Xerox
Corporation. The Council has received both Federal and pri-
vate funding. Federal participation in the IYDP is being
coordinated by the Federal Interagency Committee for the
IYDP. The Interagency Committee is being co-chaired by
representatives of HHS, D.O. Ed. and the State Department.
However, "che Committee has received no funding and oper-
ates with only one permanent staff member. Accordingly,
little has been accomplished. After receiving a report for
the co-chairmen of the Interagency Committee at the Coun-
cil's July 10 meeting, the Council wrote to Mr. Eizenstat
to express concern that, unless adequate funding and staff-
ing were afforded the Committee, Federal participation in
the IYDP would be meaningless (Attachment 10).
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